
Art, Design & A Taste of Summer, 
29-31May, Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire

At the end of May this year, Blenheim Palace will 
be welcoming ten eager new faces to its 

prestigious Art, Design & A Taste of Summer. 
The finalists for the exciting Emerging Designer 

Pavilion, which is supported by craft&design
magazine, have been chosen and they have been 

busy planning their spaces, preparing their 
products and getting ready to meet the public.

An intoxicating mix of materials, products, colours 
and techniques are in the final line-up and the 

pavilion promises to be a highlight of the show. 
Spun aluminium tableware; silver and shagreen 

leather boxes; integrated wood and metal 
furniture; fresh, original floral textiles, are just a 

few of the specialities being brought to the show.
All of these designers are successfully making an 

impact on the road to becoming full-time 
professional artisans. They are all aware of the 
often difficult route they have chosen, but are 

determined to make the most of every opportunity 
that arises. New ideas, new techniques, materials 

and products keep them abreast of the 
competitive craft world.  

Many of the designers will be demonstrating their 
techniques or showing ‘work in progress’ that 

illustrates the processes involved. 
Art, Design & A Taste of Summer is an exciting 

opportunity for the very best designers and 
craftsmen with all levels of experience, to get 

themselves and their work seen and talked about. 
Art workshops, lectures and many hands-on craft 
activities are part of this exciting summer show. 

Building on the 17,500 visitors last year, the 
Emerging Designer Pavilion is helping to establish 

Art, Design & A Taste of Summer as one of the 
country’s leading showcases for craft and design.

www.livingcrafts.co.uk
See advertisement on page 23

Events News direct from the Organisers
Show Case

The Emerging Designer Pavilion

Gillian Royal, Felt Vessels, Wellesbourne, Warwickshire
www.pantoufles.co.uk
Gillian graduated from Coventry University after completing the 
BA Applied Arts course. Gillian’s unique felt vessels and felt products 
are handcrafted from 100% wool and have a contemporary look with 
contrasting colours or subtle shading. Gillian sells her work under the 
name of ‘Pantoufles’.

Gail Trezise, Textural Ceramics, Brixham
www.art-ceramics.co.uk
Every ceramic piece that Gail produces is unique as the mould, which 
she cuts and stitches together from cellulose sponge, is destroyed! 
She completes each piece, inspired by nature, by using under glaze 
colours and finishes off with a satin or matt glaze.

Patrick Schroeter, 
Furniture, Acrise, Kent
www.pigmilliondesign.com
Patrick trained with the Villiers 
Brothers in Essex after 
completing his degree, before 
setting up his own business 
‘Pigmillion’. A key feature of 
Patrick’s contemporary furniture 
is the integration of wood and 
metal elements. His interest in 
engineering and mechanisms are 
often incorporated into his work, 
many of which are one off pieces.
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Jenna McDonald, Spun Aluminium Bowls, Tulloch, Perthshire
www.jennamcdonald.com
Jenna’s vibrant coloured anodised aluminium tableware is designed and partly created in her small 
independent workshop in Perth. After graduating in 2009 from the University of Dundee, Jenna 
has continued spinning and hand raising aluminium, a material she loves due to its versatile 
qualities and which enables her to indulge her passion for colour.

Nadine Angela, Contemporary Blacksmith, Hereford
www.theindigoforge.co.uk
Nadine graduated from the acclaimed Artist Blacksmithing course at Hereford College of Arts 
in 2009. Nadine combines traditional techniques with contemporary design ideas to produce 
works with an individual and often unique character.  

Becca Williams, Silver & Resin 
Jewellery, Alvechurch, 
Worcestershire
www.beccawilliams.co.uk
Becca produces contemporary jewellery and 
silverware with a seaside theme and an 
emphasis on colour, texture and originality. 
Her refreshing new ‘Tenby’ range highlights her 
originality and flair for design and marketing.

James Dougall, Silversmith, Buckinghamshire
www.jamesdougall.com
James graduated from Buckingham New University in May 2009, his work 
exemplifies classic silversmithing with a fresh and unusual approach to design 
that seeks to redefine the way silver is viewed and used. He specialises in 
combining fine materials such as wood and leather with hand made silver 
and gold items.

Fiona Douglas, Textiles, Glasgow   
www.bluebellgray.co.uk
After studying Textile Design at The 
Glasgow School of Art, Fiona set up her 
interior textiles business ‘Bluebellgray’ 
in July 2009. Each stunning and brightly 
coloured design is painted by hand in her 
studio in Scotland before being printed 
onto natural cotton and linen cloths.

Adam Hussain, Glass, Coventry
www.infiniglass.co.uk
Since Adam completed his degree in Contemporary Crafts at Coventry University, 
he has sold his individual and distinctive pieces under his trading name of 
Infini Glass Ltd. Adam is interested in developing techniques which get more 
depth and texture into his glass art, which can be a slow but rewarding process.

Annie Cracknell, 
Architecturally Inspired 
Jewellery, Hereford
www.anniecracknell.com  
Annie graduated from the School 
of Jewellery at Birmingham City 
University in 2008. She likes to 
combine linear aesthetics with 
organic forms and uses fine wires 
and tubes to achieve striking 
structural results. Her most 
recent range explores 
mathematical proportions!
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